[Radiation therapy, chemotherapy and watchful waiting as a treatment option in rectal cancer].
Rectal cancer is a common disease for which surgery is standard procedure. If the cancer is locally advanced, operation is preceded by radiation therapy and chemotherapy. We present a case in which the patient was not operated. Cases like this have led to the establishment of a Danish prospective clinical trial, one of the objectives of which is to investigate the frequency of local recurrence of rectal cancer when no surgery is performed. A subgroup of patients may be curatively treated by radiation and chemotherapy alone.